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YOUNG WOMEN’S FORUM
Regional Project:

Visualize

Female Bodies
The Inception

Young Women’s Forum was first launched in the 4th East Asian Women's Forum (EAWF) held in Taipei in September 2000. EAWF is a regularly held regional women’s NGOs conference in East Asia (website: www.eawf.org); and YWF is an independent part of the EAWF. YWF is going to have its second appearance at EAWF in 2003 held in Hong Kong. YWF provides a free and creative zone for younger feminists and friends from East Asian regions to build up their agenda and platform of actions.

The Regional Project

“Visualize Female Bodies” is YWF’s first regional joint project proposed by the YWF Hong Kong working group. It is an opportunity for young women in the participating areas of the EAWF to express their ideas, thoughts, and feelings towards the body of woman and/or the gendered body.
Suggested Areas of Concern
How female body is served as various “cultural symbols” in different societies is much concerned. Culture here refers to all kinds of force which contribute to the formation of versions of female body ideals. Areas of concern include:

1. Manipulations of female body in commercial, pop culture (TV drama, movie, music video…), religious, traditional and feminist discourses.
2. The female body in the reproduction and representation of ethnic traditions. 
3. Young women’s voices and reflection about their own bodies. What are their responses to the “ideals of femininity”? 

If You Are

· Aged from 16-35 and;

· Living in or concerned about these issues in East Asian regions (China, Hong Kong, Japan, Macau, Mongolia, South Korea, Taiwan);

· You are welcome to submit your work individually or in group.

Submission

· Can be existing or new works produced from year 2000 onwards.
· Can be either in video or photograph.
· For video, please make the work around 10-20 minutes. Preferably with English subtitle.

· For photograph, please make the collection ranges from 10 to 30 pieces of works. Size: 8R.
People who are interested to take part in the Project are required to present to the YWF Hong Kong working group a detailed proposal (can be either in English or Chinese), including information as follow:
1. Information of the production team:

· The major applicant: name, age, sex, school/organization, email address, occupation, correspondence address, and telephone number.
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The team: name, age, sex, position in the team (e.g. director, scriptwriter), area of residence and occupation of each teammate.
2. Title of the work in English.

3. Medium of the work, either video or photograph.

4. A synopsis.

5. Name of sponsor (if applicable).
Please send the work by post (contact at the end of the leaflet) within the period between December 2002 and February 2003. The Hong Kong working group of YWF will assess the work with EAWF’s HK hosting committee and visual professionals, local activists in women’s movement in HK. Notification of acceptance will be sent to applicants no later than March 2003.
What to Do with Your Work?

1. Exhibition Plan – submissions will be screened and exhibited in Hong Kong (e.g. universities) before the 5th EAWF to be held in July 2003. 
2. 5th EAWF Conference in July 2003 – all works will be screened and exhibited during the conference. A section of the YWF Workshop will be devoted to the discussion of the works.
Contact

For enquiries and more details, please contact us or visit our website:

1) Email: ywf_eawf2003@yahoo.com.hk
2) Website: http://www.eawf.org/eaywf/home.html
3) Mailing address: P. O. Box No. 1556, Shatin Central Post Office, Hong Kong
5EAWF Hong Kong Hosting Committee

Website: http://www.eawf.org/index.html
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